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About this book



About Looking for Paradise

Australia is a population of immigrants and refugees with its own history of displacement  
of its first inhabitants marginalised and relegated to missions. 

The work creates a parallel between Australian government policies and their consequences on refugees’ 
quest in looking for a better place to live, a search for paradise and their dreams to find a refuge.   

Central to the theme of the work, I am bringing the stories of these immigrants who are relegated  
to the margin of society, to the centre page. 

At the heart of the work is a series of 12 books that look into how past and present policies  
instigated to help or denied entry to people in need of a ‘safe heaven’. The books are presented  

in a barb wire cage. Each gallery chooses a number of books to display, alluding to the restrictive 
movements imposed on refugees.

The texts are framed with drawings of the Australian bush and botanical specimens referencing  
the displacement of the indigenous population from their lands and placed in camps or mission. 
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About Nathalie Hartog-Gautier

As an Australian migrant, my life over the past 40 years  
has been a journey integrating my past, present and future through my art.  

My work focuses on the voyages of people and the interaction between their new environments  
and the ecology they bring with them.  

This allows me to explore the transformation, attachments, associations and in particular,  
the intersection between place, memory, and identity underpinned by my own association and relationship 

with the landscapes of France where I was born and Australia where I live.  
Weaving past and present is like seeing your own reflection and  

reading through it the landscape I have experienced.

Australia is a rich multicultural society and my work responds to this condition.  
My experiences of journey, of resettlement and of viewing the land with fresh eyes,  

informs my response to the current political environment.
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Declaration of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

ARTICLE 6

Refugees are entitled to the security of an effective and durable solution in the form  
of voluntary repatriation, local integration or resettlement, within a reasonable time frame. 

The existence of a cessation clause in the refugee convention (Article 1C) 
is an important reminder that it was never intended that a refugee be a refugee  
for the rest of his or her life. UNHCR have done much over the years to promote  

the importance of securing a durable solution for refugees. This has had recent expression in  
Goal  5 of UNHCR agenda for protection and the Convention Plus initiative.
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* requires Acrobat Reader on a laptop or desktop computer

An interactive version* of this book with further information and  
resources can be downloaded from www.nathaliehartog.com.au


