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About this book



About Looking for Paradise

Australia is a population of immigrants and refugees with its own history of displacement  
of its first inhabitants marginalised and relegated to missions. 

The work creates a parallel between Australian government policies and their consequences on refugees’ 
quest in looking for a better place to live, a search for paradise and their dreams to find a refuge.   

Central to the theme of the work, I am bringing the stories of these immigrants who are relegated  
to the margin of society, to the centre page. 

At the heart of the work is a series of 12 books that look into how past and present policies  
instigated to help or denied entry to people in need of a ‘safe heaven’. The books are presented  

in a barb wire cage. Each gallery chooses a number of books to display, alluding to the restrictive 
movements imposed on refugees.

The texts are framed with drawings of the Australian bush and botanical specimens referencing  
the displacement of the indigenous population from their lands and placed in camps or mission. 

- - - o o o - - -

About Looking for Paradise



About Nathalie Hartog-Gautier

As an Australian migrant, my life over the past 40 years  
has been a journey integrating my past, present and future through my art.  

My work focuses on the voyages of people and the interaction between their new environments  
and the ecology they bring with them.  

This allows me to explore the transformation, attachments, associations and in particular,  
the intersection between place, memory, and identity underpinned by my own association and relationship 

with the landscapes of France where I was born and Australia where I live.  
Weaving past and present is like seeing your own reflection and  

reading through it the landscape I have experienced.

Australia is a rich multicultural society and my work responds to this condition.  
My experiences of journey, of resettlement and of viewing the land with fresh eyes,  

informs my response to the current political environment.
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Pages 2-3



Declaration of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

ARTICLE 10

Asylum seekers are not to be subjected to arbitrary or unreviewed detention.

This is taken directly from article 9.1 and 9.3 of the International Covenant  
of Civil and Political Rights and draws on article 16 of the refugee convention.

The final two articles of the refugee charter set out the key responsibilities 
of states towards refugees.
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Pages 6-7



WHAT IS A ASYLUM SEEKER
A asylum seeker is someone seeking protection because they have a well-founded fear 
of being persecuted for reasons of their race, religion, nationality, political 
opinion or membership of a particular social group. An asylum seeker could also be 
someone who is fleeing either serious human rights violations, including torture or 
cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment. Not every asylum seeker will 
ultimately be recognized as a refugee but every refugee is an asylum seeker.

WHAT IS A REFUGEE
A refugee is a person who has fled persecution, has sought and has been granted 
refugee status, a refugee may be residing in a refugee camp waiting for an 
opportunity to return to their country, waiting for resettlement in another 
country, or maybe have been resettled in another country.

ARE PEOPLE WHO SEEK ASYLUM AND COME TO AUSTRALIA 
BY BOAT “ILLEGAL”
No, they are not.

IS THERE A QUEUE FOR PEOPLE WHO COME TO AUSTRALIA  
SEEKING ASYLUM
No.
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According to the UNHCR

 
figures at the end of 2013, more than 51 millions people worldwide,  
were forcibly displaced due to conflict and persecution including:

16,7 million refugees

33,7 million internally displaced people

Almost 1,2 million people whose asylum application has not been yet determined 

10 million people were stateless

In 2017

68,5 million people had been driven from their home across the world.

Refugees who have fled their countries to escape conflict and persecution accounted for 25,4 million

16,2 million displaced people

Asylum-seekers awaiting the outcome of their application for refugees status

3,1 million 

People displaced inside their own country accounted for 40 million

Of the 25,4 million refugees, just over a fifth are Palestinians  
under the care of UNRWA ( United Nations Relief and Works Agency)
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* requires Acrobat Reader on a laptop or desktop computer

An interactive version* of this book with further information and  
resources can be downloaded from www.nathaliehartog.com.au


